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castie- imposed upon France.   She had to revert to the frontiers
reanS she had held before the conquests of the Revolution and

j^apO}eon , g^g was encircled by States which would check
any possible aggression on her part; she was to have an
army of occupation in her territory for five years. But he
viid not wish to see her kept out of the position to which as
a great nation she was entitled, and he therefore pressed
the view that, once it was definite that she had given up her
" revolutionary " ideas, she should be received back into
the ranks of the great powers. And there were no indemnities.
-me He was also prepared to support the retention of coa-
tem stitutional government wherever it had been set up. For
example, he insisted that though Poland, was handed over
to Russia, yet she should be guaranteed her own con-
stitutional government.
Except for the Czar Alexander First, who showed (but
not for long) signs of a vague liberalism, the autocratic
rulers were not liberal-minded.1 Furthermore, they were all
afraid of a revival of militant revolution in Europe, and
therefore were resolved to stamp out any tendency towards
popular control. This led them to oppose all forms of con-
stitutional government in the modern sense of the term, and
to restore everywhere their own arbitrary power. The
position might be summed up in the words " the little kings
came out into the sun again ". The Czaf formed the " Holy
Alliance " of Christian monarchs, but Castlereagh took
advantage of the fact that the ruler of Great Britain cannot
undertake responsibilities in his own person to prevent the
Regent from signing that treaty, calling it " a piece of
sublime mysticism and nonsense ". But Castlereagh did
believe whole-heartedly that the Great Powers of Europe
should try to take joint action to prevent the recurrence of
the horrors of war. ' His chief claim to fame lies in this, for
he both acted as a " good European ", rather than in the
1 The Emperor's Liberalism was of a kind not unknown to Liberal autocrats
" The Emperor," said one of his ministers, " would willingly have consented
that everyone should be free, on condition everyone should do his will alone.